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Recherches Astronomiques de V Observatoire d’ Utrecht. Pub- 
liees par M. Hoek, Directeur de l’Observatoire et Professeur 
a l’UniversitA Premiere Livraison. 4to. La Haye, 1861. 
Pp. 1-72. 

The work is intended to be a collection of theoretical and 
practical researches too extensive for an Astronomical Journal, 
and to be continued at intervals, as the matter presents itself. 
The present number contains a theoretical investigation of 
the influence of the motion of the Earth on the fundamental 
optical phenomena connected with Astronomy—the undulatory 
theory of light being made use of in the investigation. There 
are four chapters, relating respectively to Reflexion, Refrac¬ 
tion, Aberration, and Astronomical Methods and Instruments; 
with some additions. : One of the conclusions appears to be, 
that the motion of the Earth produces a sensible modification of 
the law of refraction. 


Die Astronomische Strahlenbrechung in ihrer historischen 
Entwickelung . Yon Dr. C. Bruhns, Astronom der neuen 
Sternwarte und Professor an der Universitat zu Leipzig. 
8vo. Leipzig, 1861. Pp. 1-182. 

The work relates to Astronomical Refraction, and is divided 
into two sections—the first containing the history, from the 
discovery of the phenomenon to the end of the eighteenth cen¬ 
tury; the second relating to the researches which belong to the 
present century: the various theories are reproduced, and the 
mathematical developments exhibited in abridged and simplified 
forms, with some original investigations. The author proposes 
to give in a separate treatise the application to observations, 
and the Tables. There is, at the end of the Preface, a list of 
the works consulted, which is a convenient resume of the lite¬ 
rature of the subject. 


Dr. Bruhns, who is the first Director of the new Observa¬ 
tory at Leipzig, has also published 

Geschichte und Beschreibung der Leipziger Sternwarte , zur 
Eroffnung der neuen Sternwarte am 8 November 1861, 
herausgegeben von Dr. C, Bruhns. Mit fiinf lit ho - 
graphirten Tafeln. Leipzig, 1861. 

The new Observatory is situate near the town, in a some¬ 
what elevated position in the Johannisthal. The latitude and 
longitude, as deduced from those of the old Observatory of the 
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Pleissenliurg, are—latitude 51° 2o'9" # 8 N.,longitude 49™ 33 S *6E. 
from Greenwich, The detailed description of the instruments 
is reserved until the completion of the great Equatoreal in 
course of construction by Pistor and Martins, and the publica¬ 
tion of the first volume of Observations. 
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